
3

Contents
1. Introduction 4
2. What is an ELN? 5
3. Industry Evolution 7
4. Key Business Issues 9
∑ Costs/Return on Investment (ROI) 9

∑ Electronic Records 10

∑ Patent Related Issues 11

∑ Regulatory Compliance 12

∑ Data Integrity and Data Authenticity 13

5. Key User Issues 14
∑ Internal Culture and Technology Adoption 15

6. Information Technology Considerations 17
7. Running the Project 18
8. Summary 20
9. References and Further Reading 21
10. Appendix: ELN vendors and service providers 22

This short guide is intended to provide a brief background to Electronic Laboratory Notebooks
(ELNs) with a specific focus on the factors that need to be taken into consideration when
undertaking a project to transition from the bound paper laboratory notebook.

The guide does not go in to great detail, as this can be readily obtained through various on-
line resources, conference presentations, vendors and consultants. Furthermore, in an era of
constant change, the incorporation of too much detail could mean that the guide would
rapidly become out of date.

John Trigg
phaseFour Informatics
December 2007




